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Since we have some space this week, why not take a note
of the things in the sermon or service that speak to your heart?
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We seek to invite, encourage and enable people to follow Jesus Christ.





Welcome! We join in the sanctuary and online to worship God in the Name
of Jesus Christ. Our service to God is led today by Jim Hope.

Order of Service – Sunday 11th January 2026 (11.00am)
We offer ourselves to God in worship

Welcome and Notices	        	(Judith Norton)

Gathering Moment with MP 38 – As we are gathered				      

The Choir: Praise my soul, the King of heaven

Call to Worship		

Hymn MP-600 Sing to God new songs of worship		

Hymn MP-1343 O God, You search me and know me		

All Together Time			

Hymn MP-49 Be bold, be strong		 

We ask for God’s help and listen for Him speaking to us

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer*		

Scripture Reading: Galatians 1:10-24 (page 1168)	              (Billy Rankine)

Prayer for Others		      (Richard McManus)

Hymn MP-33 And can it be (v1, 3-5)	

Message			          	

We respond to God

Hymn MP-1267 Come people of the risen King		

Benediction and Threefold Amen		



* The words for the Lord’s Prayer will appear on screen, if you find these helpful.

**We have Sunday groups for children up to S4,
as well as a creche room available for those under 3.**

Refreshments are served after the service in the Heriot Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk216364184]
· New items in the newssheet are marked with this icon.

[bookmark: _Hlk192700841][image: ]Welcome and general updates

Welcome to Worship
Church is not a building – it is the family of God’s people, and we are delighted that
you are able to join us today. **All children are welcome either to stay during the service or to go out to the various Youth Church groups. Families are welcome to accompany them if they wish. 

Service Activity Sheet for All
[bookmark: _Hlk215145229][bookmark: _Hlk200093879][bookmark: _Hlk182499855][bookmark: _Hlk188555401]Whether you are visiting or regularly sharing in worship, at the front and rear doors we have an activity sheet that seeks to help individuals follow the flow and theme of the service. This might be especially useful for those with additional support needs, but anyone is welcome to take one if it would be helpful.

· [bookmark: _Hlk218760156][bookmark: _Hlk216957112]Teaching Series over January to March 2026
At the start of each new year, we systematically work through a New Testament letter and this year we are exploring Galatians! Please have a read of the letter during the week sometime and follow with us as we explore this hugely important part of the Scriptures with so much to say to our own lives.

· Please remember in your Prayers
It is with sadness we announce the passing of Ashlee Easton on Saturday 3rd January, age 19.  Many of you will have known and supported Ashlee as she bravely fought illness for the past 13 years. A service of celebration for the life of Ashlee will take place in Falkirk Crematorium on Friday 16th January at 3:15 pm.  Further details can be found at ashleeeaston.muchloved.com.  Please remember Ashlee’s family in your prayers.

· Thank You
As in our homes, the Church Christmas decorations had to come down and be packed away for another year.  Grateful thanks are extended to everyone who helped in way with this task.

Gift Aid – are you on the list? Check over January!
As part of our new year actions, we need to check that everyone who wishes (and is able!) to be on the Gift Aid list of donors is up to date. So, from 11th January to 25th January, please call into the vestry at Brightons Ministry Centre or the Session Room at Slamannan Ministry Centre and see if your name and correct details are on file. This might also be the time to check if you need to be added, as not all Gift Aiders from congregations before the Union have been transferred across, and some people who are new to Upper Braes might not have been added yet. Every name added gives us an extra 25% on your offerings and it makes a huge difference to our church finances – so sign up by filling out the Gift Aid Form.

[bookmark: _Hlk218760196]Flower Calendar 2026
The new 2026 Flower Calendar for Brightons Ministry Centre is now displayed on the noticeboard at the front of the church. Would all flower providers please check their allocated date and arrange any swaps if necessary. Many thanks.


· Guild Projects 25/26 – Build My Church Bulgaria and Playful Beginnings
Next Sunday morning a retiring offering will be taken when you will have the opportunity to help the Guild send a substantial donation to the two Projects they are supporting this session, Build My Church Bulgaria and Playful Beginnings. Donations can be made with cash, cheque or card.

· Share your stories of faith!
[image: ]The Preaching Team are keen to include more stories of faith (“testimony”) in the service, either as something said upfront, or in a question and answer format, or as a written story. These could be stories of how God has been teaching you, helping you, journeying with you, answering prayer, or how you came to faith – whatever! Testimony cards are on the pews, and a QR code to the website form can be found in the ministry centres. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk216364001][bookmark: _Hlk216117597][bookmark: _Hlk211363784]Upcoming events

Men’s Book Group
Please note that the next Men’s Book Group is TODAY at 7.00pm in the Vestry at Brightons Ministry Centre.

Guild
The next Guild Meeting will be on Monday 12th January at 2.00pm.  Donald Meek will be giving a talk on School Days.  All are welcome.

· Men's Breakfast - Saturday 17 January 9.30am
Sign-up sheets for the next men's breakfast are at the front and rear doors - please add your name TODAY if you plan to attend. Speaker Malcolm Field from Wholeness Through Christ. We look forward to a time of encouragement together!

Save the Date
We’re delighted to be holding our 2nd Prayer Weekend at Upper Braes Parish Church, building on the encouragement and good response from the first in September. Get ready to join us for 48 hours of prayer from 6th - 8th February, so please take a note of the date as we'd love to have you with us if you can.





The Week Ahead at Upper Braes Parish Church 

	[bookmark: _Hlk218069615]TODAY
Sunday 11th January
	 10.15am
	Morning Prayer
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	 10.40am
	Morning Prayer
	Slamannan Ministry Centre

	
	 11.00am
	Morning Service Live Streamed
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	 11.00am
	Morning Service
	Slamannan Ministry Centre

	
	   7.00pm
	Men’s Book Group
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	
	
	

	Monday 12th January
	    2.00pm
	Guild
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    7.00pm
	Property Meeting
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	
	  
	

	Tuesday 13th January
	    9.30am
	Pre 5s
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    6.15pm
	BB Anchor Boys
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    7.30pm
	Friendship Practice
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	
	
	

	Wednesday 14th January
	    8.45am
	Property Team
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	  10.00am
	Wednesday Book Group
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    1.00pm
	Martha’s Pantry
	Off Site Event

	
	    5.45pm
	GB Juniors/Explorers
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    7.30pm
	GB Brigaders
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    7.30pm
	Band Practice
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    8.00pm
	Huddle Catch Up
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	
	
	

	Thursday 15th January
	  10.30am
	Coffee Morning
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    7.00pm
	Friends of Jesus Meeting
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    8.15pm
	Thursday Evening Prayer
	Online Event

	
	
	
	

	Friday 16th January
	  2.00pm
	Long Covid Group
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	
	
	

	Sunday 18th January
	  10.15am
	Morning Prayer
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	  10.40am
	Morning Prayer
	Slamannan Ministry Centre

	
	  11.00am
	Morning Service Live Streamed
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	  11.00am
	Youth Church
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	  11.00am
	Morning Service
	Slamannan Ministry Centre

	
	    7.00pm
	Ian Lawson Fellowship Group
	Brightons Ministry Centre

	
	    7.15pm
	Youth Fellowship
	Brightons Ministry Centre
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