A ChatGPT Summary of Prayer and Mission in the History of the Church
If you trace church history, you’ll see a consistent pattern: times of renewal and new missionary movements are very often birthed in deep prayer. Here are some key historical examples:

New Testament Era
· Pentecost (Acts 1–2): The very birth of the church’s mission came as the disciples “all joined together constantly in prayer” (Acts 1:14). It was in that context of waiting and praying in the upper room that the Spirit was poured out, leading immediately to Peter’s preaching and 3,000 converts.
· Antioch (Acts 13:1–3): The missionary movement to the Gentiles began in a prayer meeting. As the church leaders were “worshipping the Lord and fasting,” the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul.” Out of prayer came the first intentional missionary sending.

Early Church
· Monastic Movements (4th–6th centuries): Communities like those founded by St. Anthony in Egypt or later by St. Benedict in Italy were grounded in prayer and worship. These monastic communities became centres of mission, hospitality, and evangelism, spreading the faith across Europe.
· Celtic Christianity (5th–7th centuries): Leaders like St. Columba at Iona created prayer-centred monastic communities that became bases for missionary outreach across Scotland and northern England. Their rhythm of prayer and mission were inseparable.

Reformation and Early Modern Missions
· Moravian Revival (1727, Herrnhut): After a period of discord, the Moravian community in Saxony experienced a deep renewal during a 24-hour prayer meeting. This sparked their famous “Hourly Intercession”—continuous prayer that lasted for over 100 years. From this, they sent out some of the first Protestant missionaries to the Caribbean, Africa, Greenland, and beyond.
· John Wesley and Methodism (18th century): The Methodist movement was birthed in prayer gatherings like the “Holy Club” at Oxford and later the Fetter Lane Society in London. The Methodist watchnight and covenant services were essentially extended prayer meetings that gave rise to evangelistic fervour and global mission.


19th–20th Century Movements
· Student Volunteer Movement (1886): Sparked after a month-long summer conference in Massachusetts, where 100 students dedicated themselves to foreign missions following times of prayer. This movement mobilised over 20,000 missionaries in the next generation.
· Welsh Revival (1904–05): Began with prayer meetings led by Evan Roberts and others. The revival’s power spread rapidly, inspiring mission at home and abroad, and influenced later movements such as the Azusa Street Revival.
· Azusa Street Revival (1906, Los Angeles): Launched by prayer gatherings led by William J. Seymour. These prayer-centred meetings birthed the modern Pentecostal and Charismatic missionary movements, now among the fastest-growing streams of Christianity worldwide.

Contemporary Examples
· Lausanne Movement (1974–present): Billy Graham and John Stott’s vision for world evangelisation was rooted in prayer, and the Lausanne Covenant explicitly frames mission as emerging from prayerful dependence on God.
· Global South Revivals: In Korea (e.g., Pyongyang Revival, 1907), Africa, and Latin America, repeated patterns of revival and mission have been preceded and sustained by extraordinary prayer movements—early morning prayer, all-night vigils, and prayer mountains.

👉 In summary: from Pentecost to the present, the story is strikingly consistent: when the church gathers to seek God in prayer, fresh waves of mission and evangelistic fruitfulness follow.

